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Sunnyvale, CA  December 6, 2011 
 

Roche and Labcyte Integrate Echo and LightCycler Systems to Increase 

Performance of qPCR-based RNA/DNA Analyses 

 
Roche (SIX: RO, ROG; OTCQX: RHHBY) and Labcyte Inc. will cooperate around high-speed, 

miniaturized quantitative PCR (qPCR) to monitor the expression of tens to thousands of genes for 

therapeutic research. 

 

The RealTime ready Cell Lysis kit from Roche enables gene expression directly from cell lysates. 

Coupled with Echo® liquid handlers and newly-released tissue culture microplates from Labcyte, 

researchers can greatly simplify high-throughput qPCR analyses. This process can be fully 

automated using the Access™ Workstation from Labcyte which integrates the Echo liquid handler 

with either the LightCycler 480 or LightCycler 1536 Instrument. Gene expression profiles derived in 

a one-step process directly from cells can now be streamlined into a simple automated workflow, 

significantly increasing productivity. 

 

“The LightCycler 480 and 1536 Systems are designed for high-throughput gene detection, gene 

expression, and genetic variation analysis.  Unlike other high throughput systems on the market 

that offer greater than 384 well capability, the Lightcycler 1536 allows for individual well to well 

addressability and optimization due to its true qPCR nature,” said Dr. Matthias Hinzpeter, Project 

Leader qPCR/NAP Systems. “This integrated platform reduces data costs associated with gene 

expression profiling, allowing efficient incorporation of qPCR into the early stages of drug 

discovery.” 

 

“The Echo liquid handlers use acoustic energy to transfer precise nanoliter volumes of samples, 

primers, probes and real-time PCR reagents,” said Stephen Bates, Labcyte Senior Vice 

President.  “Our patented acoustic dispensing eliminates the need for pipette tips and completely 

removes the risk of cross contamination. The simplicity of plate reformatting and cherry picking 

features in our Echo software applications suite maximizes PCR layout flexibility without fixed 

format constraints.” 
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About Roche 

Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Roche is a leader in research-focused healthcare 

with combined strengths in pharmaceuticals and diagnostics. Roche is the world’s largest 

biotech company with truly differentiated medicines in oncology, virology, inflammation, 

metabolism and CNS. Roche is also the world leader in in-vitro diagnostics, tissue-based 

cancer diagnostics and a pioneer in diabetes management. Roche’s personalised 

healthcare strategy aims at providing medicines and diagnostic tools that enable tangible 

improvements in the health, quality of life and survival of patients. In 2010, Roche had over 

80’000 employees worldwide and invested over 9 billion Swiss francs in R&D. The Group 

posted sales of 47.5 billion Swiss francs. Genentech, United States, is a wholly owned 

member of the Roche Group. Roche has a majority stake in Chugai Pharmaceutical, 

Japan. For more information: www.roche.com. 

 
About Labcyte 

Labcyte, a global biotechnology tools company headquartered in Sunnyvale, California, is 

revolutionizing liquid handling. Echo liquid handling systems use sound to precisely 

transfer liquids. Labcyte instruments are used worldwide by all ten of the top ten 

pharmaceutical companies, as well as by small to mid-size pharmaceutical companies, 

biotechnology firms, contract research organizations and academic institutions. Labcyte’s 

customers work across a wide spectrum of biology including drug discovery, genomics, 

proteomics, diagnostics, imaging mass spectrometry and live cell transfer.  Labcyte has 44 

U.S., 8 European, 5 Japanese and 1 Chinese patents with additional U.S. and 

international filings. For more information, visit www.labcyte.com. 

 

For life science research only. Not for use in diagnostic procedures. 

LIGHTCYCLER and REALTIME READY are trademarks of Roche.  

Echo and Access are trademarks of Labcyte Inc. 

All other product names and trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

 

For further information please contact:  

 
Roche Diagnostics Labcyte Inc. 
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Dr. Burkhard Ziebolz 
Phone: +49 8856 604830 
Email: burkhard.ziebolz@roche.com 

Pamela Lo 
Toll-free: +1 877 742 6548 
Tel: +1 408 747 2000 x211 
Fax: +1 408 747 2010 
Email: pamela.lo@labcyte.com 
 

 
 


